Christmas Day December 25, 2025
St. James United Church of Christ

Rev. Dr. Patrick Schultz, Pastor
Randy Sohn, Organist Cindy Sohn, Choir Director

Our Mission is to help others deepen their relationship with God, become faithful
followers of Christ, and to share the message of Christ’s love with others.

Meditative Music
Bells Ring
Choral Prelude: A Celtic Silent Night



Call To Worship:
Our eyes brim over with tears of gladness and joy,
The King has been born among us!

Our hearts beat with renewed strength; the jubilant dance with his arrival,
The light of the world has been born to cast away darkness.

Our fingers dance over our musical instruments as our voices rise in song,
O come let us adore him and worship him.

Opening Prayer:
Loving God, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song
of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wisemen.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness
come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil
by the blessing which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for
Jesus' sake. Amen.

» Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful #112

Light the First, Second, Third and Fourth Advent Candles:
You came into this world not in a show of power and glory, nor shining forth for all of
creation to behold. Rather you were born,

a tiny spark - a newborn baby,

visible to parents and curious animals,

a host of angels - singing to shepherds watching over their flocks at night,

a sparkling star - guiding foreigners to see what neighbors could not.

Open our hearts, merciful God,
to the sparks of your presence still in this world,
that we might behold your presence in the least likely of places,
and among the least likely of people.

Light the Christ Candle:

God with us, kindle your spark within us,
that together we may shine forth your light,
we might banish the shadows of this world,
Emmanuel is in this world,
God is with us, now and evermore.

Illumine our hearts, gracious God,
that we might speak anew the words your Son will teach us.
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Young at Heart: 9%‘5
> Choral Anthem The Music of Christmas
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 ESV

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had
been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the
Shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

Message: Does Yesterday’s Message Have Meaning Today?
Rev. Dr. Patrick Schultz

’ Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Binder #8



Coming to the Lord’s Table:
Holy are you,

and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
As Mary and Joseph went

from Galilee to Bethlehem

and there found no room,

so Jesus went

from Galilee to Jerusalem

and was despised and rejected.

As in the poverty of a stable

Jesus was born,

so, by the baptism

of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant

by water and the Spirit.

As your Word became flesh,

born of woman,

on that night long ago,

so, on the night

in which he gave himself up for us
he took bread,

gave thanks to you,

broke the bread,

gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat;’

this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over

he took the cup,

gave thanks to you,

gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

In remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance

of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves

in praise and thanksgiving



as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us,

gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us

the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world

the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other,

and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours,

Almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

And now,

with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen

Choral Communion Hymn: Christmas Communion Song

Offertory Music: The Joy of Christmas
~ The offering is brought to the altar ~



Doxology:
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving: (Luke 2:1-14)

Glorious God, as the shepherds rejoiced at the angel's news, we too bring our
offerings with joy. Bless these gifts, that they may spread your good news of great
joy to all people. Use them to bring peace, justice, and hope to our community and
beyond. May our giving reflect the light of Christ, and may we be your instruments
of love and generosity. Amen.

» Hymn []1¢ verse in German, 2-4 verses in English] Silent Night #101

Benediction:
Go now to love and serve the Lord
in all that you are,
and all that you do,
and all you will be. Amen.

Postlude: Joy To the World

COME & JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS!

St. James UCC
Ist & 3rd Sundays...................... 10:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School at St. James 9-10am every Sunday.

St. Mark’s UCC
Ist & 3rd Sundays..................... 9:00 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays............ 10:30 a.m.

Services are recorded and available on our church YouTube channel:
St. Mark’s & St. James UCC

Like us on Facebook I’i
Check out our Website: www.stmarksstjamesucc.org
Join our prayer team; contact Karen in our Church office: stmstjoffice@gmail.com



http://www.stmarksstjamesucc.org/
mailto:stmstjoffice@gmail.com

Poinsettias shared in love
with our church family this Christmas:

Heidi & Clarence Belitz ~ in memory of our parents & David

Brian & Sheila Hemb ~ in memory of our parents, Lionel & Joan Hellmer
and Kenneth Hemb

Katie & Daniel Kleinhans ~ in memory of our grandparents

Pat Kleinhans ~ in memory of Steve Thuecks

Pat Kleinhans ~ for the joy of family and friends

Charlie & Ruth Ann Kolb ~ for the joy of Christ’s birth

Sandy Kracht & Al Jones ~ in memory of Alvin & Loretta Kracht

Julianne Luebke & Family ~ in memory of David Luebke

Richard & Sarah Lutze ~ for the joy of Christmas (2 plants)

Keith and Michelle Mauk ~ for the joy of our grandchildren Theo and Kinsley
Tom & Nancy Nye ~ in memory of Addison Emilie Ney and Melvin & Violet Seifert
Oma & Opa ~ for the joy of Great Grandson Carson

“Gigi” Tammy Serketich ~ for the joy of Ella, Ezra & Cole

Dan & Rachel Sohn ~ in memory of our grandparents

Randy & Cindy Sohn ~ in memory of our parents



Poinsettias shared in love
with our church family this Christmas, continued:

Dale & Doris Sprenger ~ for the joy of the season & family
The Stolzmann Family ~ in memory of Clarence & Verona Stolzmann
Ellen Mae Surfus ~ in memory of Bill Surfus and Arthur & Hertha Lorfeld

Mary Ann Vogel ~ in memory of my husband Wayne Vogel
and parents, Walter & Orvilla Stoeckigt

Daughter Tanya & David and grandchildren Abby & family, Ally and Amanda ~
in memory of Myron and Carlene Sohn (2 plants)

Milton & LaVern Wippermann ~ in honor of THE CHRIST CHILD

The Zolltheis Family ~ in memory of our dearly departed family members




