Wednesday, March 4, 2026
St. Mark’s United Church of Christ
Rev. Dr. Patrick Schultz, Pastor
Ann Rodewald, Organist

Our Mission is to help others deepen their relationship with God, become faithful
followers of Christ, and to share the message of Christ’s love with others.

Greeting and Bulletins: Lexis Kuester and Peter Grunwald
Meditative Music
Bells Ring

Prelude Gathering for Worship: Rock of Ages



**Bold text means to read in unison
Call to Worship:
Come, let us worship God!
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

Come, let us worship our Shepherd!
We are the sheep of God’s pasture, and we follow where God leads us.

Come, let us open our hearts!
We receive God’s love poured into our hearts through the Spirit.

Come, let us worship God, the rock of our salvation!
Let us worship God, whose mercy guides and sustains us on the path of
new life!

J Hymn: (#649) Gather Us In

Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus
Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary: Suffered under
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried:

He descended into hell: The third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended
into heaven, And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty: From thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:

| believe in the Holy Spirit: The One Holy Universal Christian Church: the
communion of saints: The forgiveness of sins: The resurrection of the body: And
the life everlasting. Amen

(Please be seated)
Prayer:
We ask today, O God, for those who have lost hope and for those who have never had
it. Grant to us and to those we lift before you in our hearts a new and abiding vision of
what you have done, and what you are doing, and what you will do, to save and redeem
your people and indeed creation itself. Grant, O God, that all might see and believe and
discover their purpose and the purpose of all that is and all that is yet to be. Amen.

First Reading: Brooklyn Vandoske John 4:1-15 ESV
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but
only his disciples), he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. And he had to pass
through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.



A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will
never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

J Hymn: (#428) When Peace Like A River

Second Reading: Landin Wakefield John 4: 16-26 ESV
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him,
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you
have said is true.” The woman said to him, "Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where
people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will
tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “l who speak to you am he.”

Message: Well of Renewal and New Life Rev. Dr. Patrick Schultz

People’s Prayer:
Lord, hear the prayers we have lifted to you, the unspoken ones, the ones lying deep
on our hearts, and the ones we have spoken or shared aloud. In our times of distress,
we ask for protection; Have mercy on us. In times of abundance, we ask for continued
blessings: Have mercy on us. All the days of our lives belong to you: Have mercy on us.
Humbly we pray...

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Offering: Wyatt Henschel and London Kuester
Offering, tithes and gifts can be made before or after worship in the offering
baskets/plates at the welcome area of the church. St. James is also set up to take on-
line offerings through the website (stmstjucc.org).

Offertory Music: In Times Like These
Doxology: ~ The offering is brought to the altar ~
(#551) (Everyone stand as you are able)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye, heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving:

O Heavenly God, pour your Spirit into our hearts, shaping us into a people who
give not out of obligation, but out of gratitude. As we bring these gifts, may they
be a witness to your presence among us and to the promise of reconciliation
through Jesus Christ. Make us bold in our sharing, joyful in our worship, and
confident in your grace. In the name of the one who died for us and lives within
us, we pray. Amen.

J Hymn of Sending: (#614) Let There Be Peace on Earth

Benediction:

Go now in the blessing of God’s mercy that accompanies all of us on our journeys.
Open our hearts to receive and share God’s steadfast love until all creation resonates
with the joy of new life. Go now to love and serve the Lord in all that you do, all that
you are, and all that you will be. Amen.

Postlude: Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights....

COME & JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS!
St. James UCC

Ist & 3rd Sundays...................... 10:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School at St. James 9-10am every Sunday.

St. Mark’s UCC
Ist & 3rd Sundays..................... 9:00 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays............ 10:30 a.m.

Services are recorded and available on our church YouTube channel:
St. Mark’s & St. James UCC
Like us on Facebook; Check out our Website: https://stmarksstjamesucc.org/
Join our prayer team; contact Karen in our Church office: stmstjoffice@gmail.com
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