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JULY 2026 

July 5th                                                                                  July 12th  
St. Mark’s:   9:00am Worship                                             St. James:  9:00 Worship Service 
St. James:  10:30am Worship                                              No Sunday School                                                                
No Sunday School                                                                 St.  Mark’s:  10:30am Worship 
 
July 19th                                                                                     
GENERATIONS  SUNDAY                                                July 26th   
11:00am Joint Outdoor Worship Service                           St. James:  9:00 Worship Service     
Service at Spring Hope Barn;                                             No Sunday School                                                                
Noon - Potluck Lunch & Social                                          St.  Mark’s:  10:30am Worship   
12:30-Music by 2/5’s!  
No Service at St. Mark’s today. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our Church Website:  https://www.stmarksstjamesucc.org 
Worship Services are recorded weekly and  uploaded to our church 

YouTube channel:  St. Mark’s & St. James UCC 
Visit & follow our Facebook page: St. Marks & St. James UCC   

(Invite your family & friends to our Facebook page) 



  

  

  
 
 
 

Dear colleagues,  
  
As we prepare to celebrate the 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding, many 
of us are concerned about protecting our democracy and curtailing the 
undermining of free and fair elections. Now, you can make a difference. 
 
An emerging multifaith clergy movement called Faith in Us  has recognized the 
unique ability of faith leaders to gather people and bring about change. Last week, 
500 clergy leaders gathered by Zoom to learn about next steps. 
  
On July 7, at news conferences in several state capitals, including Madison, 
signatures of hundreds of clergy members will be presented for inclusion on a 
letter to election administrators and elected officials. Please consider adding your 
signature at Faith Leaders Defending Our Democracy National Sign On Letter. 
  
You can learn more about Faith in Us and the plan for the summer and fall from 
this brief slide presentation: Faith in Us Strategic Plan and Invitation to Lead. 
  
With blessings and gratitude,  

 

 

 
The Rev. Franz Rigert 
Conference Minister 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Did you know that the 10:30 service at each church service is recorded?  
The videos are the uploaded to our church YouTube channel:  

 St. Mark’s & St. James UCC 

The videos are also available to view on our church website:  
https://stmarksstjamesucc.org/ 

You may find them on the website by going to the “CHURCH ONLINE” link at the top of the page  

and scrolling down to ‘MESSAGE ARCHIVE (YOUTUBE) ”.  

All of the previously recorded services are located on 
YouTube, which is really nice if you weren’t able to attend a 
service or if you want to go back and review it again (perfect to 
review those question-based sermons mentioned above 😉).  

 

In fact, our church website, https://stmarksstjamesucc.org/  
has a very valuable social media feature. It’s the place to find 
posts from our church Facebook page (if you don’t have a 
Facebook account you will only have limited viewing of it), 
current and archived worship bulletins, and also the current & 
archived newsletter & calendar! 

 

If you haven’t done it yet, check out our church website. It 
contains a wealth of resources. 😊 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

JOINT MEETING – PASTORAL SEARCH 

JUNE 2, 2026 

 

Members present: Brenda Miota, Tyler Bramstedt, Wendy Schueler, Judy Steinbeck, Lori Roelse,  
Mike Bernhardt, Kristin Zolltheis, Jamie Henschel, David Lutze, Galen La Duke, Cindy Klapperich,  
and Tanya Boman 

Absent:  Matt Lutze, Jody Binversie 

Guest: Sandy Perronne 

Jamie Henschel called the meeting to order at 6:35. 

Lori recently spoke with Jane Anderson, Wisconsin UCC Associate Conference Minister, regarding our 
search for a new pastor.   It was shared that the first step is to complete our church profile.  Upon its 
completion, we can notify Jane Anderson and proceed from there. 

To help the consistories become familiar with the process, Sandy spoke of her experience on the 
previous search committee.   We were told that the profile should be easier this time, as we only need 
to update it and not create one from the beginning.   We also need to form two committees, one for our 
profile and the other for the pastoral search.  These should be comprised of approximately 3-4 people 
from each church. 

The following Consistory members volunteered for the profile committee:  Tyler Bramstedt, Lori 
Roelse, Mike Bernhardt, Kristin Zolltheis, and Cindy Klapperich.  They will be meeting at 6:00 on   
June 8th (St. Mark’s), June 15th (St. James), July 6th (St. Mark’s), and July 27th (St. James).  They    
plan to complete the profile by the end of July.  

A joint consistory meeting will take place on August 4th at St. Mark’s at 6:30 to approve the new profile 
and discuss our plan going forward.    

Several members from the congregations have expressed interest in serving on the search 
committee.  They include:  Abigail Peterson, Sheila Hemb, Bill Heckmann, Christine Gumm, Tyler 
Bramstedt, and Lori Roelse.   

Lori will copy and forward documents from Wisconsin Conference UCC for the profile committee to 
view.  She will also serve as the contact person for questions pertaining to the whole process.   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 with a motion from Galen La Duke and seconded by Tyler 
Branstedt. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kristin Zolltheis 

St. James, Consistory Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THERE’S STILL TIME TO SIGN UP, DON’T MISS OUT! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteers are needed for help with activities, snacks and 
lessons. Let Pastor Patrick know if are able to help out. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sympathy to the Family and Friends  

Of St. Mark’s Member,  

Ray Sixel, who passed away May 22nd.  

RAY A. SIXEL, 97, of Howards Grove, formerly 

of Town of Mosel, passed away at Harvest 

Home where he had been a resident for the last 

eight years. He was born in the Town of Mosel 

on June 9, 1928, a son of the late Palmer and 

Leona (Horneck) Sixel. 

On November 11, 1950 he united in marriage 

to Marian Lutze at St. John St. Peter Lutheran 

Church in Cleveland. Ray and Marian operated 

the Sixel Homestead Farm in the Town of 

Mosel. He was an active member at St. Marks 

UCC, Cleveland. 

Ray is survived by his son, Randall (Connie) 

Sixel of Howards Grove; daughter Barbara (John) 

Sohn of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; five grandchildren, 

Travis (Jess) Sixel, Stacey (Andy) Harmon, Kari 

(Brent) DeHart, Taylor Sohn and Morgan Sohn; 

two step great-grandchildren, Taylor and Nolan 

Schuette; six great-grandchildren, Brantley, 

Kenzie, Tate, Katelyn, William and Jacob. 

He was preceded in death by his loving wife, 

Marian Sixel; his parents; his sister, Carol 

(Richard) Schoneman; sister-in-law, Myrtle 

(Leslie) Fischer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month, our Member Spotlight                  
shines on 

Kathy and Mark Jurk! 
 

Kathy and Mark have been members of St. Mark’s for many years–51 years for Mark and 72 years 
for Kathy! Both are retired and enjoy gardening and traveling. Kathy’s love of music is a gift to our 
churches. Mark also enjoys fishing. 
 
Kathy is the 5th generation of the Sommer family to attend St. Mark’s. What a great legacy! Mark 
grew up at St. John’s UCC in Sheboygan. He became a St. Mark’s member when he married Kathy 
51 years ago. Rev. Jay Lemke officiated at their wedding. 
 
They have several favorite memories at St. Mark’s. Included in the list are church anniversary 
celebrations, Adult Fellowship gatherings including a Progressive Dinner, golf outings as fundraisers 
(Pew Cushion Open), Mission Fests, and Children’s Days of old. Music was central to some 
wonderful memories too. Preparing many Christmas music services with Kathryn Jaehnig and Jane 
Kesting and even doing a Christmas Cantata with St. James members were special times. 
 
Among the things they love about St. Mark’s are the various social events with other church 
members, the architecture and beauty of the church, and the friendliness of our congregation. 
 
What are their hopes for our church’s future? They pray for continued support from the congregation 
to further the Word of God for future generations. 
 
Kathy and Mark, you bring so many gifts to our church. We are truly thankful for you! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We extend our most heartfelt congratulations 

to these graduates of our church family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everit Gumm 
 
Graduated from Howards High School 
 
Next Steps:  He has taken a job with 
Eisentrout Ag Services. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander William Miota 
 
Graduated from Howards High School 

 Earned an I.T. certificate 
 
Next Steps: Continued Information 
Technology training and work in the                   
I.T. field. 

Williem Langenhahn 
 
Graduated from Kiel High School 

 Youth Apprenticeship Honors 
 

Next Steps:  He will be pursuing a degree 
as a diesel mechanic. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST. MARK’S MEMBERS…YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! We 
are looking for a volunteer to step forward to take on the 
role of representing our church as a Rural Church 
Fellowship member. The Rural Church Fellowship is comprised 
of representatives of the area churches (Doris Sprenger is St. James’ 
rep.) and work together on events that bond our local UCC churches. 
Some of the activities include funding a mission trip, supporting the 
youth volleyball teams, CROP Walk and hosting the annual 
Sheepshead Tournament. Meetings with a fun bunch of people are 
held approximately four times a year.  

See Judy Steinbeck for more information. Let’s make our voice heard! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sheboygan County Interfaith Organization 
Bulletin Bites - JULY 2026 

 
1. Join us for a day of fun, community, and purpose at the 2nd Annual Gather in the Gardens on Sunday, July 
12, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Restoration Orchards! This family-friendly fundraiser offers something for 
everyone, including yoga, the Sheboygan North Drumline, hands-on art projects for adults and kids, 
gardening workshops, beekeeping demonstrations, a cash raffle with over $2,000 in prizes, food trucks, face 
painting, a petting zoo, yard games, a bake sale, opportunities to explore emergency vehicles, and so much 
more. Every ticket purchased helps support the life-changing work of Sheboygan County Interfaith 
Organization's programs that strengthen families throughout our community. Gather your family and friends 
and spend a memorable summer day making a difference while having a great time! Register today at 
www.sheboygancountyinterfaith.org/gather-in-the-gardens/  
 
2.  Summer is here, and we love this season at Bridgeway! With warmer weather comes exciting 
opportunities for our families to connect, create memories, and enjoy time together. One of the highlights of 
the summer will be a large community picnic in the park for our extended SCIO and Bridgeway family at the 
end of July. To help make this special event possible, we are seeking donations of: 

● Aluminum foil 
● Paper plates 
● Disposable cutlery 
● Napkins 
● Paper towels 

Your support helps us provide meaningful experiences that bring families together, reduce the stress of 
everyday challenges, and strengthen the sense of community that makes Bridgeway feel like home. Thank 
you for helping us create a memorable summer for the women and children we serve. 

                     
3. Record-Breaking Market Success Our community programs and vendor network are hitting historic 
milestones this season, showing immense economic and social engagement: 

● Unrivaled Foot Traffic: Fountain Park welcomed a staggering total of 12,706 customers over the 
last two weeks alone! 

● Surging Vendor Sales: The high traffic is translating directly to vendor success, with one vendor 
reporting a massive 60% increase in sales on opening day compared to last year. 

● Diverse Vendor Network: We have officially signed 120 paying vendors for the season, a huge 
commercial footprint that doesn't even include our rotating community organizations. 

● "Double Your Bucks" Growth: Highly driven by the updated incentive providing a dollar-for-dollar 
match of up to $20 per market day for SNAP/FoodShare recipients, the program has logged a 
record number of transactions. 

● Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Vouchers: An incredible record-breaking attendance resulted 
in 107 senior vouchers distributed, with residents from two different assisted living complexes.. 

4. Family Pathways is looking forward to the summer season! Weather permitting, many families enjoy 
spending their visits outdoors in our safe, enclosed area, where they can share quality time together, enjoy 
the fresh air, and stay active. Thanks to donated bubbles and sidewalk chalk, children will have even more 
opportunities for fun during their visits. We also recently received a generous donation of Beanie Babies, 
which our staff has been delighted to share with visiting children. A heartfelt thank you to that thoughtful donor, 
and to all of our generous supporters who help bring joy, comfort, and smiles to the faces of the children we 
serve.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How far would you ride to help the homeless? 
On Saturday, July 11, 2026, cyclists from across our community will answer that 
question by participating in The Salvation Ride, a family-friendly charity bike ride 
benefiting The Salvation Army's 45-bed homeless shelter in Sheboygan. 

We would be grateful for your partnership in helping spread the word throughout 
your congregation. Whether someone rides 10 miles or 100 miles, every participant 
helps provide food, shelter, case management, and hope to neighbors experiencing 
homelessness. 

This year's ride features five scenic route options—10, 25, 50, 75, and 100 miles—
welcoming riders of all ages, abilities, and e-bikes. 

For more information and to register, visit  www.thesalvationride.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baked goods can be dropped off at SCIO, 1251 Geele Ave anytime on  Friday, July 10th        

or until 11am on Saturday, July 11th. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 ST. JAMES  

USHERS 
                  
              JULY 
 *Tanya Boman  

  Pat Kleinhans 

  Hannah Kleinhans 

  Daniel & Katie Kleinhans 

  Linda Rozmarynowski 

  Dan Sohn  

  Abigail Peterson 

  Allyson Wasmer 

  Amanda Wasmer  

 
     

          AUGUST 
 *Galen & Deb La Duke  

  Bill Heckmann 

  Caroline Heckmann 

  Jack Heckmann 

  Thomas Heckmann 

  Dale Krause 

  Randy & Karen Krause 

  David Krause 

  Rachael Krause 

   
 

ST. MARK’S  
USHERS & 
GREETERS 

 

JULY 
Ben Grunwald 

Jacob Grunwald 
John Grunwald 

Katherine Grunwald 
Luke Grunwald 
Todd Grunwald  

 
 

AUGUST 
Greeters Needed 

 
 

READERS 
 July 5th   -   Sandy Perronne 

 July 12th  -  Scott Siekman 

July 19th  -  Lori Roelse   

 July 26th  -  Jacob Grunwald 

  

             

   **Let Pastor or Karen know 

if you’re interested in reading.           

            

ST. JAMES 
VISION OF HOPE 

"Application for 
Funding" forms are 

available in the 
narthex, from VISION 
OF HOPE Committee  
members,  or under 

"More"  on our church 
website. 

We welcome specific 

requests as well as 
your suggestions for 

using our 
semiannual gifts 
from the Wagner 

Foundation. 

STUDENTS!                      
Use this form for 

tuition help (currently 
$1,000) each year.  

 

CHURCH   ATTENDANCE 
      St. James                            St. Mark’s 
            48                        May 24th                             53 
            37                        May 31st                             47 
            37                        June  7th                             34 
            35                        June 14th                            41 
            30                        June 21st                            34 
 

June 28th will be reported next month. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

St. James 
JULY 

Celebrations! 
 
           BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Ruth Ann Kolb 
  2 Matthew Lutze 
  4 Henry Langenhahn 
 Cody Mueller 
  6 Heidi Belitz 
 Laurie Heckman 
 Tom Kleinhans 
 Debra LaDuke 
  8 Marissa Fitzgerald 
10 Jack Heckmann 
11 James Becker 
12 Linda Lutzke 
13 Pat Kleinhans 
 Michelle Mauk 
16 Tanya Boman 
17 Frederick Krause 
20        Carson Behnke 

Hailey Henschel 
21 Randall Krause 
23 Madisan Langenhahn 
25 Tom Urness 
26 Doris Sprenger 
27 Ann Rodewald 

Katelynn Sibley 
29 Chris Grotegut 
31 Grace Schultz 

 

       ANNIVERSARIES 

4 Kevin & Sherry Jump 
5 Matt & Amber Lutze 

23 Richard & Sarah Lutze 
24 Hank & Barb Reimer 
25 Jeff & Wendy Meyer 
26 Henry & Kari     
               Langenhahn 
 

   St. Mark’s 
      JULY 
Celebrations! 

 
         BIRTHDAYS 

  4 Brandon Cyr 
  6 Wyatt Scharl 
10 Emily Binversie 
12 Steven Schnelle 
13 Crissy Athorp 
14 Lindsay Summers 
 Gerald Thiel 
15 James Schuette 
16 Anna Marie Bramstedt 
 Deanne Schultz 
19 Mary Jo Adamec 
20 Jane Vandoske  
22 Owen Bramstedt 
          Janice Marcheske  
25 Jay Schnelle 
26 Alissa Uttech 
27 Ann Rodewald 
31 Amy Clemens 
 Grace Schultz 
 

   ANNIVERSARIES 
  8     Larry & Sandra    
               Perronne 
  9     Bob & Tara Vandoske 
11    Steven & Crystal Schultz 
13    Gary Van Auken &  
                 Sandra Stark 
23     Corey & Amy Clemens 
          Tim & Wendy Schueler 
24     Alex & Paige Perronne 
25     Eric & Brynn Bergeman 
26     Tim & Deanne Schultz 

 

 

 

Please report any   
corrections or additions on the               
birthday and anniversary lists               
to Karen in the church office:   

stmstjoffice@gmail.com 
OR call 920-693-8361 

so that the information will be 
correct on future publications. 

Please let Karen, church 
secretary, know if you have a 

change in your mailing address, 
email or phone number. 

You may either note the change 
on the Welcome Card, email the 

church office:   
stmstjoffice@gmail.com or call 
the church office 920.693.8361. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come watch and support 

St. James & St. MarkÕs 

Youth Volleyball Team! 


